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14th Annual HOPE FEST Arizona – Northern Arizona's Premier  

Community Gathering Event! 
Brief overview: 

Saturday, September 19, 2026 

Yavapai County Courthouse Plaza  

Prescott, Arizona 

 

➢ Event hours – 10 AM to 10 PM*  

➢ Car & Motorcycle Show – 10 AM to 2 PM 

➢ HOPE Serves Resource Fair – 10 AM to 4 PM  

➢ Opening Ceremony – 11:30 AM 

➢ Fostering Hope Award – 8 PM 

➢ More to be released as confirmed 

 

*Times are estimates and subject to change. 

 

NOTE: Hope Fest Arizona is 3 distinct words. 

 

Last Year’s Collective Impact 
• Powerful Impact: nearly 9,000 guests 

• Service Providers: 160 

• Volunteers: over 150 

• In 2025, Real Hope Inc. gave away over 40,000 lbs. of fresh food to Hope Fest guests.  

 

 

This Year's Event Features 
 

Northern Arizona's Premier Community Gathering welcomes families for a day filled with FREE fun 

activities, live music, a Car & Bike Show, and a TON of resources at the HOPE Serves Resource Fair. 

This all takes place on the beautiful park setting of the Yavapai County Courthouse Plaza. 

https://www.hopefestaz.com/


This unique event brings together local businesses, community members, churches and area service 

organizations to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors by connecting them to the resources 

they need to address the challenges they face every day.  

The services we aim to offer at the HOPE Serves Resource Fair include Education, Housing, Recovery, 

Domestic Violence, Mental, Social, and Health care, Veteran and First Responder Family  

 

Services, Youth Advocacy, PTSD & Suicide Prevention, Adoption, Foster and Elder Care, Employment 

and Volunteer Opportunities, and many more change-driven connections!   

There are Many Ways to Get Involved! 

• Sponsor or Donate to keep Hope Fest AZ free for all. 

• Enter Car & Bike Show. DEADLINE is SEPT 18. All of the details can be found here. 

• Volunteer. There are many areas of service. Please visit: Volunteer Information 

For the latest Announcements, Updates and News, remember to visit HopeFestAZ.com. 

We are the Hope-filled people who believe love grows when we serve others. Our dream is for the  

"LOVE First" mission to resonate throughout our community.  

“Above all, love one another deeply…” 1 Peter 4:8 

Together, we are empowered to make a difference – Change IS Possible! 

ARTISTS 2026 
 

• HEADLINE ARTIST: 2026 GMA Dove Award Nominee WEEKS REVIVAL.  

Three stories. Three journeys. One calling. 

Weeks Revival is made up of three guys with different journeys, but the same heartbeat — faith, music, and a 

calling to serve through song. 

JJ Weeks, Mark Clay, and Benjamin Scott—three seasoned artists brought together by a shared calling and a deep 

love for faith-filled music. With decades of combined ministry experience, the group delivers rich harmony, heartfelt 

lyrics, and songs rooted in testimony and hope. 

• JJ Weeks is a singer and songwriter with over two decades of ministry experience, known for heartfelt songs 

that point people to Christ. 

o JJ Weeks - most known for his song “Let Them See You In Me" 

• Mark Clay began his music ministry in the early 1990s and spent many years with Newsong, serving both on 

and off the stage with a servant’s heart. 

• Benjamin Scott grew up in a ministering family and the band Newsong. Scott brings a passion for 

musicianship, songwriting, and creating songs that meet people where they are. 

The band recently learned that their song “Breakin' Loose” has been nominated for a GMA Dove Award. 

WEEKS REVIVAL plays at 8:30 PM* 

*All times are estimated and subject to change. 

https://www.hopefestaz.com/get-involved/car-bike-show
https://www.hopefestaz.com/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.hopefestaz.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOg-1JjAdGk
https://youtu.be/kDwgiw080RQ?si=ahweNf3QeWhESmJC


 

• RONNIE JAMES - Pastor Ronnie James was born in Hollywood, California and was raised in the 

Culver City area of Los Angeles. After living the rock 'n' roll lifestyle for over 25 years of his adult life, 

Jesus got hold of his heart and transformed him. He attended Bible College from 2005 to 2010 and 

now serves as the Lead Pastor of The Flock Church. Pastor Ronnie has a heart for the lost and 

hurting and has committed his life to reaching this generation for Jesus. Ronnie and his wife Lisa 

have been together for 35 years. They have two sons, and they currently reside in Prescott, 

Arizona.  

 

RONNIE JAMES performs on the main stage at 6:30PM.* 

*All times are estimated and subject to change. 

 

• RACHEL PURCELL: Born in Music Legacy USA. New Centricity recording artist Rachel Purcell grew up 
right down the road from FAME Studios in Muscle Shoals, Alabama. Yet, she had no idea she would 
one day follow in the footsteps of many of the iconic musicians who have recorded there. 

A winding road through highs, lows, ups, downs, and everything in between has carried Rachel Purcell 
back home creatively. The Muscle Shoals, Alabama native channels the old school soul so closely 
associated with her hometown from a personal perspective anchored by her unapologetic and 
unshakable faith. As such, she unassumingly uplifts audiences with full-bodied vocals, inspiring 
lyrics, and a beaming smile on her “Keep Going” EP [Centricity Music]. She has gathered millions of 
streams, made music with iconic producer Dann Huff [Faith Hill, Lady A, Thomas Rhett], graced the 
stage of the Grand Ole Opry, and emerged as the rare talent versatile enough to collaborate with 
either Rascal Flatts or Blessing Offor. Finding a home at Centricity, she signed to the label and 
unveiled the Mercy & Me EP highlighted by the likes of “Have Church” and “Show Up.” Even though 
she’s been through a lot, she’s got the songs to show for it and a message to share on Keep Going. 

“I wrote ‘Keep Going’ in the middle of training for a 10K,” she recalls. “It’s funny how physical 
endurance parallels spiritual endurance. I’ve had major heartbreaks. I’ve been dropped by record 
labels. I’ve had friends hurt me and turn their backs on me. So, the song is a reminder for me. I am 
weak. I am tirred, but Christ is with me. We aren’t running by ourselves.” 

RACHEL PURCELL plays at 4:30 PM* 

*All times are estimated and subject to change. 

• GARRETT JAMES & THE WANDERERS are a group of young musicians with old souls from Tucson, AZ. We have a vast 

range of influences that have helped shape our sound. The band's music blends the soulful grit of classic Vinyl-Era 

blues, mixed with the raw energy of Cassette-Era rock 'n' roll, igniting fun, high-energy live performances. 

In 2025. Garrett James and the Wanderers won the Band group category at the Proof Is In the Pudding competition 

hosted by the Alice Cooper Solid Rock Teen Centers 

GARRETT JAMES & THE WANDERERS will plays at 2:30 PM* 

*All times are estimated and subject to change. 

• BRANDON SHEPARD & CHAIN BREAKERS 

Brandon Shepard is a country and Christian artist, worship leader, and ministry founder 

whose career spans music, entertainment, and outreach. Raised in Arizona, Brandon 

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=P53gcGlp74M
https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=YR_MQzDAX0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn12aufUBcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eD56AR_GH_o


spent many years performing in country and rock bands throughout the Southwest, 

sharing stages with and opening for nationally recognized artists including Mark Chesnutt 

and Mark Wills. His work as a performer has also led to an artist endorsement with Tease 

Guitars, a New York-based guitar company. 

 

His passion for entertainment led him to Hollywood, California, where he spent seven 

years working as an actor, earning film credits with major studios including NBCUniversal 

and Warner Bros. During that time, he also hosted a radio program alongside producer 

Walt Lusk and performed standup comedy at the world-famous Comedy Store. In 2013, 

Brandon received the Los Angeles Music Award for Country Album of the Year. 

 

BRANDON SHEPARD & CHAIN BREAKERSwill plays at 12:30 PM* 

*All times are estimated and subject to change. 

 

FEATURED GUESTS AND SPEAKERS 

• PASTOR JAY HAIZLIP 

Pastor. Former Pro Skateboarder. Founder of Alliance Ministries. 

Pastor Jay Haizlip is a globally recognized evangelist and revival leader with more than 

three decades of frontline ministry. He has preached across continents, led large-scale 

revival crusades, and been featured on national and international television for his 

powerful testimony and unwavering conviction. 

 

• DESMOND DOSS FOUNDATION of Academy Award-winning movie Hacksaw Ridge. About  

the US Army Corporal medic Desmond T. Doss was the first conscientious objector awarded the 

Medal of Honor by President Harry S. Truman for single-handedly saving the lives of more than 75 

of his comrades while under heavy enemy fire during the brutal battle for a 400-foot-high ridge, 

the Maeda Escarpment (Hacksaw Ridge), on Okinawa in World War II. 

In 2024, the Foundation released EDUSODES (Educational Episodes) award-winning video series 

FREE, online; the list of Jr High, High Schools, and Universities using the educational program grows 

daily. The series is also being used by people in Recovery and by Veterans seeking healing from 

PTSD and suicide. 

President of the Foundation, Jeffrey Cordone, will be speaking at 8:00pm  

• TRACY KOVACH – I grew up in a broken home and started injecting meth at a very young age. I 

have been shot, stabbed, beaten, run over, injected meth and every other drug for 26 years, 

been to 13 different prisons in California and Arizona. I escaped twice. Was one of the leading 

forces in a racial group. And he has a powerful story of redemption to share with our audience.  

TRACY KOVACH speaking time is TBA.  

 

 



 

THEME for 2026 

• This Year's HOPE FEST AZ theme is "Love First!" Love IS the only thing that can change the 

unchangeable. Love heals, uplifts, strengthens, energizes, refreshes, and renews. Love is the most 

powerful force in the universe, especially when we choose to Love First.  

Accept the challenge to let Love Be Our Highest Goal!  

For the 14TH Year, let's Celebrate by Serving our Neighbors in Love! 

 

The Hope Fest Arizona Story  
 

PRESCOTT, AZ: HOPE FEST AZ was founded in 2011 as a community service outreach of Celebrate 

Recovery that sought to take CR to the streets and to the people that may never enter a church. The 

intent was to share true freedom IS possible from all hurts, habits, and hang-ups. The event has grown 

to encompass all the great resources, connections, and services of our area -- faith and secular too. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

While Hope Fest’s roots are grounded in recovery, the event has seen explosive growth by offering a 

variety of relevant solutions that empower families to make healthy choices and thrive. We are so 

grateful to the many friends, agencies, and service organizations that have answered the call to 

serve at the Hope Serves Resource Fair over the past 13 years. 

Every year, this unique gathering brings together local businesses, area service organizations and 

advocates for the Hope Serves Resource Fair, the Fun Zone, Live Music Artists, Speakers, and the Car 

& Bike Show. Oh, and don’t forget the much-anticipated guest favorite: this year’s locally nominated 

Fostering Hope Award, which will be revealed during the on-stage surprise announcement. 

The result is a high-energy dynamic support network that serves with love, compassion, and 

care…and lots of fun too! Everyone is invited! 

Services and solutions we aim to offer in 2025 at the Hope Serves Resource Fair include: Education, 

Housing, Recovery, Domestic Violence, Mental Health, Social Services, Healthcare, Veteran and First 

Responder Family Services, PTSD Awareness and Suicide Prevention, Youth Advocacy, Adoption, 

Foster Care, Elder Care, Employment, Volunteer Opportunities, among many other change-driven 

resources. 

Last year, Hope Fest welcomed nearly 8,000 guests. Over 125 Service Providers participated in the 

Hope Serves Resource Fair, while 120+ Volunteers generously donated time to serve our guests with 

their BIG hearts. 

"The stronger and healthier our communities, the better our children thrive. While our desire is for 

everyone to have a fun time at HOPE FEST, our biggest' hope' is for families to get the vital 

resources they need to address the challenges they face every day", says Jaye Lene 

"HOPE FEST Arizona is Northern Arizona's largest Veteran service outreach." Tim H. - Northern 

Arizona VA Health Services 

 



 

"I was there, and I went last year too with our two grown sons who used to struggle with heroin 

and meth. They are now clean, and for that, I am grateful. We found help at Hope 

Fest…amen. Keep up the good work HOPE FEST. We love you, and the music." - Terry B. 

"Thank you for honoring our men and women and their families!" - Amy K. – Prescott Police 

Department 

The event's anticipated annual Fostering Hope Award includes a surprise on-stage reveal and award 

presentation to a local charity. The winner is recognized for "its measurable contribution to our 

community and exhibiting outstanding commitment to affirming and supporting opportunities to 

change lives," Long said. "The emphasis is on persevering to 'Be Part of the Solution,' which ties right 

into this Year's theme LOVE FIRST!" Nominations are now being accepted click here. 

Guests are encouraged to bring: canned food donations, new cold-weather gear, sleeping bags, 

tarps, socks and gloves. The event occurs on the cusp of colder weather, and we want everyone to 

be 'Warm for Winter.'  

 

This year’s Title Sponsor is Teen Challenge of Arizona. Presenting Sponsors are for the 14th Year and 

Yavapai Bottle Gas -- joined by other founding supporters, and new media partner Prescott Times. 

Sponsors for 2026 also include , Advance Coatings, De Carol Company, MCK Woodworks, and many 

more generous community contributors from across the Greater Prescott Area. 

The FREE public event, HOPE FEST Arizona, is Prescott's homegrown, grassroots endeavor. HOPE FEST 

Arizona is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization managed by a 100% all-volunteer staff that is financed 

entirely through donors, corporate sponsors, and trade relationships – working together to impact the 

lives of our neighbors! This means 100% of every $ donated goes directly to services, the Fostering 

Hope Award, and bringing prominent music artists to Prescott.   

It takes a lot of funding to create this FREE public event. Sponsors, Donors, and Volunteers are always 

welcome to keep Hope Fest free for all! 

To learn more or to get involved, please visit: www.HopeFestAZ.com or call 928-641-HOPE (4673) or 

email info@HopeFestAZ.com  

Please LIKE and SHARE us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Thank you!     

 

### 

https://www.hopefestaz.com/fostering-hope
http://www.hopefestaz.com/
http://www.hopefestaz.com/
http://www.hopefestaz.com/
mailto:info@HopeFestAZ.com
https://www.facebook.com/HopeFestAz/
https://www.instagram.com/hopefestaz/
https://twitter.com/hopefestaz

